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“Why is Gavin going to speech 
therapy?  He says his sounds 
correctly; I understand everything 
he says.”  Or, “Sophie doesn’t talk; 
speech therapy isn’t going to help.”   
I have heard similar comments 

over the years, and my response 

as a speech-language pathologist 

(SLP) is that I am not working on 

speech with the Gavins and 

Sophies of the world.    
 

May is Better Hearing & Speech 

Month, a time to raise awareness 

about communication disorders.  

‘Speech-language pathologist’ is a 

mouthful.  So is ‘speech-language 

therapy’.  So it is shortened to 

‘speech teacher’ or ‘speech 

pathologist’ and ‘speech therapy’.  

That we treat ‘speech’ problems 

seems a no-brainer.  And thanks to 

The King’s Speech, most probably 

also associate stuttering with 

‘speech therapy’. 
 

Ms. SLP, What do you do anyway? 

 My job as a SLP is so much more 

than treating ‘speech’.   
 

Josiah has a processing disorder.  

It is more work and takes longer 

for him to understand information. 
 

Jocelyn has a word finding 

impairment.  She knows the words, 

but struggles to access the words 

she needs in the moment she 

needs them. 
 

Kylie acts out because she is 

frustrated by her inability to 

communicate her wants and needs. 
 

Rochelle can’t read or spell due to 

a phonological impairment. 
 

Isaiah struggles in social settings 

due to poor social understanding 

and interaction skills. 
 

SLPs treat all of these issues and 

more! 

What is a SLP? 
 

Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) are specialists who work with 

individuals experiencing challenges communicating.  They evaluate and treat 

communication impairments including speech and language disorders.   
 

For more information, visit: www.asha.org or www.vlindertherapies.com  
 

There is so much 

in life to hear 
 

Millions of Americans of 

all ages and from all walks 

of life suffer from some 

degree of hearing loss.   
 

Early detection can save 

valuable treatment time 

and enhance language 

development for babies 

and young children.  Early 

testing can also help 

prevent a child’s hearing 

impairment from being 

mislabeled later as a 

learning disorder.   
 

For teenagers and young 

adults, identification of a 

hearing problem can 

improve academic 

performance and social 

interaction.   
 

For adults and the 

elderly, a proper hearing 

evaluation can increase 

confidence in 

communication with 

friends, family, and 

colleagues.   
 

If you notice signs of 

hearing loss, consult an 

audiologist.  Find one at 

www.asha.org/findpro . 

 

 

Better Hearing & Speech Month 

http://www.asha.org/
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One in six Americans has a communication disorder.  Imagine not 

being able to say “Thanks” or “It’s good to see you”.  Speech and 

language problems can affect anyone of any age at any time.  They 

can make us feel isolated from other people and frustrate our 

efforts to learn and grow.  The next time you say “I love you”, 

remember not everyone can.   

Without help, individuals with communication impairments struggle 

and fail.  With help, improvement and success is possible.  Learn 

more by calling a certified speech-language pathologist. 
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